
ILLINOIS JUDGES ASSOCIATION

36th  ANNUAL CONVENTION

December 6 and 7, 2007

Agenda

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2007

4:30 p.m. REGISTRATION

Chicago Promenade, Ballroom level

4:30 p.m. RECEPTION - sponsored by the Illinois State Bar Association

Chicago Promenade East, Ballroom level

SHERATON CHICAGO HOTEL & TOWERS

301 EAST NORTH WATER STREET, CHICAGO

Keynote Speaker:

Hon. Lisa M. Madigan,

Illinois Attorney General



9:30  - 11:30 a.m.      joint program with the Illinois State Bar Association  and

     the Supreme Court Commission on Professionalism

      Chicago Ballroom 10

     Colleagues in Crisis

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2007

9:00 a.m. Registration - Chicago Promenade, Ballroom Level

      How to recognize symptoms which might indicate that some of our

colleagues may be at risk from medical or substance abuse problems.  A portion

of the program will be devoted to understanding the physiology and

behavioral patterns associated with depression, alcoholism, drug dependency

and other mental health issues. A second section will deal with means and

methods of intervention with a view toward preserving law licenses, judicial

office and family relationships, as well as saving lives in the process.

     A panel of trained Lawyers Assistance Program intervenors, ARDC

personnel and counselors, each of them attorneys, will share what they have

learned from their professional and personal experiences.  This program was

first presented in Du Page County following the recent tragic loss of life of

three lawyers. We hope that the frank discussion of this important topic will

provide guidance on how we can all help to prevent further incidents.

Judge Michael Caldwell, of the 22nd Judicial Circuit, will discuss the impact of

impaired lawyers in courtrooms and offer insights into recognizing impaired

lawyers and judges as well as successful intervention techniques which can be

used by members of the bench to help and protect themselves, their local legal

community and the public they serve.

Carol Coon, MS, JD, LCPC, former president of LAP, will discuss the medical and

physical impact of addiction on the brain and the body as well as the resulting

impact on mental health and ability to practice law.  She will also offer scientific

evidence to explain the addiction phenomenon in lawyers and judges.

Brigid A. Duffield, JD, ARDC Hearing Board Chair, will discuss how addiction shows

up in real life by sharing personal experience, specific to alcohol, its effects on

recovering and impaired lawyers as well as recognizing and responding to addictive

behaviors which defy logic and can lead to the premature death of otherwise

successful lawyers.

Mary Robinson, JD, former ARDC Administrator will discuss the impact of

impairments on discipline as well as recognizing and responding to co-dependent,

maladaptive compulsive behaviors such as “covering, avoiding and caretaking.” Such

behavior often seems to defy logic.  However, in some cases, it seems to have become

part of the law firm family culture.

Ben Schwarz, II, JD, Chairman of the ARDC will address the overall impact of the

various types of addictions, including gambling, drug and sex on judges and lawyers.

He will also offer insights into developing bench awareness and crafting

workable supportive solutions for the judiciary to reach lawyers before they lose

their license or life.

This seminar will qualify for two 2 hours of MCLE credit and the professionalism hours will be

applied for.  Registration is free, but limited to the first 150 registrants.



CONVENTION LUNCHEON AND SEMINAR REGISTRATION

Friday, December 7, 12 o’clock noon featuring Honorable Lisa M. Madigan

            Kindly reserve ______ tickets at $65.00 each

Please Register me for the Colleagues in Crisis Seminar ___________

         Please make your check payable to:

             ILLINOIS JUDGES ASSOCIATION

            and mail to:

321 South Plymouth Court, Chicago, IL 60604

JUDGE: ________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________________

Name of spouse or guest (for badge): ___________________________________________

Mark A. Schuering, President

Gloria G. Coco, James R. Epstein, Convention Co-Chairs

For further information call 312/431-1283 or 888/431-1283

Tickets will be held at the door

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2007 (CONTINUED)

12:00 NOON   LUNCHEON -- Chicago Ballroom 7

  KEYNOTE ADDRESS:

  Honorable Lisa M. Madigan,

  Illinois Attorney General

Board of Directors’ meeting immediately following luncheon



Illinois Judges Association

321 South Plymouth Court

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Reservation Form for Luncheon and Seminar inside!

36th  ANNUAL CONVENTION

of the

ILLINOIS JUDGES ASSOCIATION

December 6 and 7, 2007

Sheraton Chicago Hotel & Towers

301 East North Water Street - Chicago, Illinois

Hotel rate:  $187 - single or double.

Hotel Reservations must be made by November 12.

Call the hotel at 312/329-7000 or 800/233-4100.

When you make your reservations, be sure to state that you are

attending the ISBA/IJA Meeting.


