
ILLINOIS JUDGES ASSOCIATION

37th  ANNUAL CONVENTION

December 11 and 12, 2008
Agenda

	 THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2008

	 4:00 p.m.	 REGISTRATION 
			   Chicago Promenade, Ballroom level

	 4:30 p.m.	 RECEPTION - sponsored by 	the Illinois State Bar Association
			   Chicago Ballroom 10, Ballroom level

							     

SHERATON CHICAGO HOTEL & TOWERS
301 EAST NORTH WATER STREET, CHICAGO

Keynote Speaker:
Professor Mark Steiner



9:00  - 11:45 a.m.	     joint program with the Illinois State Bar Association  
			        Chicago Ballroom 10 
			        Celebrating the Lincoln Bicentennial:  Lincoln, 
			        The Illinois Lawyer and Great Communicator

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2008 

8:30 a.m.	 Registration - Chicago Promenade, Ballroom Level

         	 Abraham Lincoln’s legal career and communication skills will be explored. 
The educational sessions are presented by The Illinois Judges Association, 
along with SCRIBES-The American Society of Legal Writers and the Illinois 
State Bar Association.

 	 There will be a reenactment of portions of the Lincoln-Douglas Debate 
held in Galesburg, IL, on October 7, 1858, by retired Judge John Donald O’Shea, 
14th Judicial Circuit, Moline, IL; and George Eaton, Command Historian, US 
Army Sustainment Command, Rock Island, IL.  

	 The program is open to judges and lawyers attending the convention. 

     	 Participants are: Prof. Roger Billings, Charles P. Chase College of Law, 
Northern Kentucky University; John Lupton, Associate Director and Editor of 
Lincoln Legal Papers Project; Prof. Mark E. Steiner, South Texas College of 
Law; Daniel Stowell, Director and Editor of Lincoln Legal Papers Project; and 
Prof. David Zarefsky, Department of Communications Studies, Northwestern 
University.  

	 The program moderator is Hon. Mary Jane Theis, Justice, Illinois Appellate 
Court, First District.

9:00-9:05   		 Introduction of Program and Presenters

9:05-9:35 	  	 Reenactment  of Galesburg Debate (O’Shea/Eaton)

9:35-10:05  	 “Lincoln and the Public Platform” (Zarefsky)

10:05-10:15 	 Break

10:15-10:50  	 “The Prairie Lawyer, Master of Us All” (Stowell / Lupton)

10:50-11:20  	 “Lincoln, the Master Writer” (Billings)

11:20-11:45  	 Panel Discussion (Billings/ Lupton / Steiner/ Stowell/ 		
			   Zarefsky)



CONVENTION LUNCHEON REGISTRATION

Friday, December 12, 12 o’clock noon featuring Mark Steiner

            Kindly reserve ______ tickets at $65.00 each

Please make your check payable to:
ILLINOIS JUDGES ASSOCIATION
and mail to:

321 South Plymouth Court, Chicago, IL 60604

JUDGE:	 ________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:	________________________________________________________________________

Name of spouse or guest (for badge): ___________________________________________

James R. Epstein, President     
Gloria G. Coco, Ronald D. Spears, Convention Co-Chairs

For further information call 312/431-1283 or 888/431-1283

Tickets will be held at the door

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2008 (CONTINUED)

12:00 NOON	   LUNCHEON -- Sheraton 2 and 3
			     KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  	
		    	   Professor Mark Steiner, 
			     “Your Honor, My Name is Abraham 
			      Lincoln: Lincoln and Judges”. 
			     Steiner is the author of a detailed 
			     analysis of Lincoln’s law career in
			     a book entitled, “An Honest 
			     Calling:  The Law Practice of 
			     Abraham Lincoln”

Board of Directors’ meeting immediately following luncheon



Illinois Judges Association
321 South Plymouth Court
Chicago, Illinois 60604

Reservation Form for Luncheon  inside!

37th  ANNUAL CONVENTION
of the

ILLINOIS JUDGES ASSOCIATION
December 11 and 12, 2008

Sheraton Chicago Hotel & Towers
301 East North Water Street - Chicago, Illinois

Hotel rate:  $194 - single or double.  
Hotel Reservations must be made by November 8.

Call the hotel at 312/329-7000 or 800/233-4100.
When you make your reservations, be sure to state that you are 

attending the ISBA/IJA Meeting.


