Synopses of Ethical Opinions rendered by

Illinois Judicial Ethics Committee

The following opinions are available on-line at ija.org or through WestLaw or Lexis.

If you have an ethical question that is not answered in any of the Opinions listed below, contact the Committee Administrator for the Illinois Judicial Ethics Committee, Maureen McClelland, at info@ija.org, 312/431-1282 or 888/431-1283.

Opinion No. 93-1 -- September 21, 1993
If a lawyer attempts what might be an ex parte communication but is stopped, a judge need not report the lawyer to the ARDC.

Opinion No. 93-2 -- September 21, 1993
A judge may submit an ethical inquiry regarding a pending or impending proceeding to a judge who is a member of the Illinois Judicial Ethics Committee.  However, because the committee contains non-judges, the prohibition against ex parte communications prevents that inquiry from being considered by the committee as a whole.

Opinion No. 93-3 -- September 21, 1993
Use of a judge's name on college literature is permissible, even though it is included with a packet involved in fund raising.

Opinion No. 93-4 -- September 21, 1993
A judge may be a speaker or honoree at a dinner which is not intended to be a fundraiser for the sponsoring organization.  However, the judge should consider whether the judge's role at the dinner may compromise the judge's independence or integrity.

Opinion No. 93-5 -- September 21, 1993
A judge may serve as an officer of a not-for-profit corporation, subject to certain limitations.

Opinion No. 93-6 -- September 21, 1993
A judge may not accept the free use of a condominium owned by a lawyer, since this is a gift which a judge may not accept.  However, a judge may accept the free use of a condominium from a non-lawyer whose interests have not come and are not likely to come before the judge.

Opinion No. 93-7 -- September 21, 1993
A judge may not accept the presidency of a religiously-affiliated organization that advocates abolition of

the death penalty.  A judge must remain impartial at all times. 

Opinion No. 93-8 -- September 21, 1993
A judge may serve on a committee for a lawyer who is a candidate for a bar association office.  The purpose of a bar association is to further the quality of the legal profession and the administration of justice.  Officers of such organizations volunteer their services for the public good, and a judge who supports a candidate for such office is not advancing the candidate's own private interests.

Opinion No. 93-9 -- September 21, 1993
A judge may act as a reference, and furnish a letter of recommendation, for a person seeking a federal judgeship, provided that, the reference and recommendation are based upon the judge's personal knowledge of the applicant.

Opinion No. 93-10 -- November 17, 1993
When former partner is before bench, duty to disqualify is only for three years; duty to disclose is indefinite.

Opinion No. 93-11 -- November 17, 1993
A judge is not obliged to disqualify himself or herself from a proceeding because a lawyer or a party was a campaign contributor.  A judge cannot prevent a lawyer from obtaining a list of contributors to the judge's recent election campaign, together with the amounts contributed.

Opinion 93-12 -- November 17, 1993
A judge may attend a golf outing as the honoree of a bar association so long as it does not create the impression that certain interests or lawyers are in a position to influence the judge; may attend a golf outing as the guest of an individual lawyer who is a social acquaintance even if the lawyer or members of the lawyer's law firm have appeared, or may appear, in the judge's court as long as it constitutes "ordinary social hospitality"; and may attend a golf outing at the behest of a political candidate or office-holder and pay necessary fees or contributions.

Opinion No. 94-1 --January 19, 1994
A judge may not work as an arbitrator even after court hours.

Opinion No. 94-2 -- January 19, 1994
A judge is precluded from practicing law.  Legal counseling to any group, including social organizations, constitutes the practice of law.

Opinion No. 94-3 -- January 19, 1994
Judge may participate in civic function that is non-partisan and non-demeaning.

Opinion No. 94-4 -- March 22, 1994
A judge may accept a gift in recognition of the judge's law-related extrajudicial activity.

Opinion No. 94-5 -- March 22, 1994
The Code of Judicial Conduct would not prevent a judge or a candidate for judge from publicly expressing his or her opinion on a topic that would not threaten to compromise a judge's impartiality.

Opinion No. 94-6 -- March 22, 1994
A judge may make a campaign contribution to another candidate.

Opinion No. 94-7 -- March 22, 1994
A judge is prohibited from becoming a nominee for an association's award, where the award is contingent on the judge's blanket endorsement of legislation and the funding of programs advocated by the association.

Opinion No. 94-8 -- April 21, 1994
Judges may speak out to clarify the court's philosophy of the law or procedures in the area of domestic violence.

Opinion No. 94-9 -- April 21, 1994
While a judge may not personally solicit funds, a judge may explain to a potential donor the activities and importance of an agency devoted to the improvement of justice.

Opinion No. 94-10 -- May 16, 1994
A finding of contempt may constitute an appropriate disciplinary measure, making further measures (i.e., notification to the ARDC) discretionary.

Opinion No. 94-11 -- May 16, 1994
The Illinois Code of Judicial Conduct generally prohibits judges from publicly endorsing or opposing candidates for judicial office.  An exception to this rule, however, is that judges running for judicial office are allowed to publicly endorse or oppose other candidates in the same public election that the judge is a candidate.

Opinion No. 94-12 -- May 16, 1994
In winding up a law practice, a lawyer, who has become a judge, must return client files and property to the client; must return any part of Et yearly retainer fee not earned; and may receive, after assuming the bench, payment of legal fees for work completed and billed as a lawyer.

Opinion No. 94-13 -- May 16, 1994
A judge should decline to give testimony before the Prisoner Review Board where the judge rendered the sentence on the prisoner up for parole.

Opinion No. 94-14 -- June 17, 1994
Sitting judge may be an applicant for appointment to a non-judicial office by fellow judges in the same circuit.

Opinion No. 94-15 -- June 17, 1994
A judge may not offer a written appraisal of a book if the intent, in the first instance, is to promote sales of the book rather than simply to inform the public of a new contribution to the literature.

Opinion No. 94-16 -- As Modified Upon Reconsideration, January 31, 1995
Judge may receive fee for referral made before becoming a judge where the fee is based entirely on the judge's making of the referral and sharing of "legal responsibility" for the performance of the legal services.  Ethical and financial considerations may make it desirable, but not mandatory, for judge to seek client's consent to eliminate judge's ongoing legal responsibility by rescinding or modifying fee-sharing agreement.

Opinion No. 94-17 -- June 17, 1994
Judges may create a Speakers Bureau and inform the public of the judges' availability to speak on issues regarding the law, the legal system, and the administration of justice.  Judges may speak about law-related issues to groups that advocate changes in the content or enforcement of laws, and other members of the public, so long as the judges (1) do not say anything that casts doubt on their capacity to decide impartially any issue that may come before them, and (2) comply with the restrictions on political speech contained in Illinois Supreme Court Rule 67.

Opinion No. 94-18 -- August 25, 1994
A judge need not disqualify himself or herself when a relative within the third degree of relationship is associated with a law firm representing one of the parties so long as the relative is not acting as a lawyer in the proceeding and has only a de minimis interest that could be affected by the proceeding.  Disclosure that the judge is related to a lawyer associated with a law firm representing a party is recommended, but is not ethically required.

Opinion No. 94-19 -- August 25, 1994
The Judge may provide information to the assistant State's Attorney, but-, cannot give the assistant State's Attorney legal advice.

Opinion No. 94-20 -- August 25, 1994
A judge may serve on the board of a not for profit Victim Impact Panel.

Opinion No. 94-21 -- September 27, 1994
A judge, whether or not a candidate for election or retention, may attend a political gathering and may be introduced at that gathering.

Opinion No. 95-1 -- March 7, 1995
A judge who has actual knowledge of another judge's violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct must take or initiate appropriate disciplinary measures.

Opinion No. 95-2 -- March 7, 1995
The appearance before a judge of a lawyer who represents the judge involves a situation where the judge's impartiality might reasonably be questioned.  Consequently, the judge is disqualified from hearing any matters involving the lawyer unless, following the judge's disclosure of his or her relationship with the lawyer, the parties agree in writing to waive the disqualification pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Rule 63D.


Opinion No. 95-3 -- March 7, 1995
A judge may sponsor a lawyer for admission to practice before the United States Supreme Court.  In so doing, the judge is furthering the efficient administration of justice and in no way is affecting his or her impartiality.

Opinion No. 95-4 -- March 7, 1995
A judge may act as a reference or furnish a letter of recommendation for a person seeking employment, admission to college, or Et scholarship.

Opinion No. 95-5 -- March 7, 1995
A judge is not obligated to disqualify himself or herself from a proceeding merely because a party's lawyer has filed a suit against the judge accusing the judge of misconduct or has filed a complaint against the judge with the JIB.

Opinion No. 95-6 -- April 18, 1995
Judge is not required to disqualify when it is discovered that a party had been represented by a former law partner of the judge in an unrelated case.

Opinion No. 95-7 -- April 18, 1995
A judge may accept, for official use, a complimentary subscription to state statutes and appellate and supreme court opinions contained on CD-ROM from a publishing company.

Opinion No. 95-8 -- April 18, 1995
A judge may send a personally signed "thank-you" note to campaign contributors.

Opinion No. 95-9 -- April 18, 1995
The judge is not disqualified from hearing criminal, juvenile or traffic proceedings, simply because the spouse is a secretary in the State's Attorney's Office.

Opinion 95-10 -- June 20, 1995
A lawyer's testimony that he or she used cocaine confers the judge presiding over that proceeding with knowledge that the lawyer violated Rule 8.4 of the Illinois Rules of Professional Conduct.  Consequently, the judge is required to "take or initiate appropriate disciplinary measures" against the lawyer.  Under the circumstances presented in this inquiry, the judge is required to report the lawyer to the ARDC.

Opinion No. 95-11 -- June 20, 1995
A judge may serve on the Board of an organization that trains guardian ad litems who are available to be selected by the Court.

Opinion No. 95-12 -- August 1, 1995
A judge may write a character reference letter on behalf of a defendant for use at a sentencing hearing only if requested to do so by the sentencing judge or a probation or corrections officer.

Opinion No. 95-13 -- August 1, 1995
A judge may serve on the board of directors of the cooperative in which the judge lives so long as, if the board of directors is engaged in civic activities, the cooperative is organized and run on a not--for-profit basis, will not likely be engaged in proceedings that would ordinarily come before the judge, and will not regularly be engaged in adversary proceedings in any court, and provided the judge neither serves as legal advisor nor engages in fund-raising activities.

Opinion No. 95-14 -- September 13, 1995
A judge may not accept a fee, gift, gratuity, or compensation of any kind, for solemnizing a marriage.

Opinion No. 95-15 -- September 13, 1995
A judge must disqualify himself or herself from a case if the judge was a partner in private practice with a lawyer who, during that partnership, served as court-appointed counsel for the defendant-. in the same matter now before the judge.

Opinion No. 95-16 -- September 13, 1995
A judge may appear pro se in another state as long as the judge represents only the judge's interests and the judge does not exploit the judge's judicial position.

Opinion No. 95-17 -- September 13, 1995
Not all convictions of battery require report to Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission, but prudent course for judge is to make report.

Opinion No. 95-18 -- October 12, 1995
A judge may act as a coach for the speech and debating team of a high school and a judge of a speech and debating contest, and may receive an honorarium for those activities.

Opinion No. 95-19 -- October 12, 1995
A judge may not act as a legal advisor for an immediate family member in negotiating with a third party.

Opinion No. 95-20 -- October 12, 1995
A new judge who had been an assistant public defender before becoming a judge is not disqualified from hearing a case in which that office represents a defendant so long as the judge never represented the defendant in the matter now before the judge.

Opinion No. 95-21 -- October 12, 1995
A judge should not attend the execution of a person convicted of a capital offense where the judge had served as a prosecutor in the case.

Opinion No. 95-22 -- October 12, 1995
A judge may serve as chair of an organization that raises funds for the charitable arm of the state bar association.

Opinion No. 95-23 -- December 20, 1995
A judge may act in a play even though the sponsoring agency hopes to raise money from the play.

Opinion No. 96-1 -- January 31, 1996
A candidate for judge or a member of his family is not prohibited from signing campaign fund checks to pay campaign expenses.

Opinion No. 96-2 -- March 6, 1996
A judge may recommend a neighbor for a state fellowship or internship if' the judge has personal knowledge of the applicant and may use court stationery to send the recommendation.

Opinion No. 96-3 -- March 6, 1996
1.
A judge may not be the speaker at a University scholarship fundraiser. 

2.
A judge may sit at the head table of a charitable fundraiser.

3.
A judge may not introduce the honoree or the speaker at a law school fundraiser.

Opinion No. 96-4 -- March 6, 1996
A judge may be president of a church, temple or mosque but may not solicit funds for the church, temple or mosque.

Opinion No. 96-5 -- March 6, 1996
A judge may not speak to a reporter about a ruling in a pending case without violating Supreme Court Rule 63A(6) unless the judge's comments are limited to either (1) explanations of administrative procedures of the court, (2) that which appeared in the official transcript of the proceeding, or (3) that which appeared in the court order or written opinion.

Opinion No. 96-6 -- April 17, 1996
A judge need not disqualify him or herself from hearing all criminal cases because his or her spouse is a complainant in a single indictment pending in that same courthouse but not on that judge's call.

Opinion No. 96-7 -- April 17, 1996
Judges may participate in civic and charitable activities, such as serve as an officer of an education organization not conducted for the economic or political benefit of its members.

Opinion No. 96-8 -- April 17, 1996
A judge may receive compensation for writing a book.

Opinion No. 96-9 -- April 17, 1996
While a new judge should endeavor to wind up his or her private practice as quickly as possible, a judge may pursue business relations if they do not detract from the dignity of the court or interfere with his or her duties as a judge.

Opinion No. 96-10 -- July 16, 1996
A judge may not participate in a fundraiser for a charitable organization sponsored by a bar association where the judge's participation is the impetus for donations to the charity.

Opinion No. 96-11 -- July 16, 1996
The judge may teach the class and may accept an honorarium or tuition waiver.  Martial arts instruction is a permitted activity per Rule 65A.  The timing of the class is also permissible under Rule 65A.  Per Rule 66A, the judge may accept a reasonable honorarium of up to $3000 every six months.  The judge may accept tuition waiver per the terms of Rule 65C(4)(b).

Opinion No. 96-12 -- July 16, 1996
A judge may attend political gatherings and may buy tickets for such gatherings.

Opinion No. 96-13 -- July 16, 1996
A judge who learns from matters pending before him that a plaintiff has many collection cases that violate the truth in lending laws may, but is not obligated to, refer those facts to the authorities that have a statutory responsibility to enforce those laws.

Opinion No. 96-14 -- July 16, 1996
A judge should not serve on an alderman's advisory committee because it would bring into question the judge's impartiality and would give the appearance that the judge is engaging in prohibited political activity.

Opinion No. 96-15 -- July 16, 1996
A judge may not serve as a member of the judicial evaluation committee of a civic organization.

Opinion No. 96-16 -- September 16, 1996
A judge may not act as an advocate for a Rabbi in negotiations with his or her synagogue.

Opinion No. 96-17 -- September 16, 1996
The judge may request and accept a tuition waiver, so long as it is granted on the same terms as would be applicable to non-judges.  The waiver should not be considered "compensation" for the judge's permitted part-time instruction at the school.  The amount of the reduction need not be applied to the limit on honoraria set: by Rule 66A.

Opinion 96-18 -- September 16, 1996
1.
A judge need not disqualify himself or herself from a case where the lawyer representing one of the parties referred business to the judge when the judge was in practice and tried two cases with the judge as co-counsel two years prior to the judge being appointed to the bench;

2.
Whether the judge is required to disqualify himself or herself from a case where the judge's daughter is an associate in the firm representing one of the parties depends upon whether the judge's daughter is acting as a lawyer in the proceeding and whether the daughter has more than de minimis interest that could be substantially affected by the proceeding.

Opinion No. 96-19 -- September 16, 1996
A judge may be the featured speaker at a political party Lincoln day dinner that is held after the election only if the event is a community gathering rather than a fundraiser for the political organization.

Opinion No. 96-20 -- September 16, 1996
A judge is disqualified from hearing any matters during the course of an election campaign in which one of the parties is represented by the judge's campaign chairman.  That disqualification does not extend to cases in which other lawyers with the campaign chairman's firm are involved.  Although the judge's disclosure of the presence of his or her campaign chairman in the law firm representing one of the parties is not required, such disclosure is advisable, even in cases in which another party is appearing pro se.

Opinion No. 96-21 -- September 16, 1996
A judge may not accept appointment to a Citizens Advisory Council of his or her local school district.

Opinion No. 96-22 -- September 16, 1996
Absent personal hostility toward the lawyer or a manifestation of impartiality, disqualification is not required of a judge when a lawyer who represented the judge's former spouse in the judge's dissolution of marriage appears before the judge representing other clients in unrelated matters.

Opinion No. 96-23 -- September 16, 1996
Chief Judge is required to take appropriate disciplinary steps when a judge he or she supervises has been arrested for DUI and the Chief Judge has knowledge that the judge has an alcohol abuse problem.

Opinion No. 96-24 -- November 18, 1996
A judge may serve as a member of the USIP which is an independent, Federal institution created and funded by Congress to develop and disseminate knowledge about international peace and conflict resolution.

Opinion No. 96-25 -- November 18, 1996
A judge is not required to disqualify from a case because the judge has insurance policies with the defendant insurance company.  Disqualification is not required even if the judge is likely to file a claim against the insurance company.  Disqualification is required where the judge has filed suit against the insurance company.

Opinion No. 96-26 -- November 18, 1996
A judge may engage in the avocation of acting and may accept an "honorarium".

Opinion No. 97-1 -- January 13, 1997
A judge can be disciplined under the Code of Judicial Conduct for asserting the Fifth Amendment with respect to questioning before a grand jury regarding the performance of the judge's judicial duties.  A judge can also be disciplined for bargaining for a grant of immunity in connection with such grand jury proceedings.  However, a judge cannot be disciplined for accepting and testifying under an unrequested grant of immunity.

Opinion No. 97-2 -- January 13, 1997
Testimony provided by a judge to a grand jury under a grant of immunity may be used against the judge in subsequent judicial discipline proceedings.  An early Courts Commission decision holds that it lacks jurisdiction to discipline a judge for misconduct that occurred before the judge assumed the bench.

Opinion No. 97-3 -- January 13, 1997
Judge may not serve as a member of local task force on sexual assault.


Opinion No. 97-4 -- March 5, 1997
Judge is not disqualified merely because the judge previously represented one of the lawyers now appearing in case before him or her, as long as the judge has no personal bias or prejudice for or against the former client.

Opinion No. 97-5 -- May 7, 1997
A judge may serve as a trustee of a charitable foundation if it would not reflect adversely on his or her impartiality or interfere with his or her judicial duties and the organization is not likely to be engaged in proceedings that would come before the judge.

Opinion No. 97-6 -- May 7, 1997
A judge may serve as a Director and/or officer of an educational nonprofit organization.

Opinion No. 97-7 -- May 7, 1997
A judge may not assume an active role in the management or serve as an officer, director or employee of a family business.  However, the judge may be a stockholder or shareholder and may attend a promotion of the family business so long as the judge is not introduced as a judge and does not wear a tag with judge in the title.

Opinion No. 97-8 -- May 7, 1997
Judge on military reserve duty with the Judge Advocate General may give legal advice, serve on military courts and help prepare wills, leases or other documents for military personnel.

Opinion No. 97-9 -- May 7, 1997
A judge may act as trustee of a charitable trust set up to disburse the income of the trust to charities in the settlor's name, but may not receive compensation.

Opinion No. 97-10 -- May 7, 1997
A judge may serve as executor for his or her mother's estate, but may not receive compensation for this extrajudicial activity.

Opinion No. 97-11 -- May 7, 1997
A judge may receive compensation for writing a novel where legal issues are part of the plot.

Opinion No. 97-12 -- July 9, 1997
A judge may receive an honorarium for playing a violin in an orchestra or solo as part of a wedding ceremony.

Opinion No. 97-13 -- July 9, 1997
A judge may serve as a board member, officer, or committee member of a not-for-profit economic development corporation involved in financial transactions with private businesses only if none of the limitations discussed in this opinion are applicable.

Opinion No. 97-14 -- July 9, 1997
A defense fund may be established for a judge charged with a criminal offense but must be established with caution.  Lawyers may contribute to the fund so long as they have not practiced, and are unlikely to practice, before the judge.  Judges may contribute to the fund if their interests have not and are unlikely to come before the judge.  The name of the judge, for whom the fund is created, may be used in fundraising activities that solely benefit the judge, but may not be used in joint fundraising activities with co-defendants.

Opinion No. 97-15 -- July 9, 1997
A judge may be president of a cancer society but may not solicit funds for the charity.

Opinion No. 97-16 -- July 9, 1997
Disqualification will not be required where interest of judge's spouse, as vice president of department of parent corporation, in subsidiary corporation's case before the judge is de minimis.

Opinion No. 97-17 -- July 9, 1997
Fact that city prosecutor is judge's tenant and owes judge money does not require disqualification of judge from hearing cases prosecuted by part-time assistant prosecutors who have no association with the City prosecutor in private practice.

Opinion No. 97-18 -- November 20, 1997
The hiring by one judge of a secretary who is the child of a fellow judge does not automatically amount to nepotism.

Opinion No. 98-1 -- April 8, 1998
A judge may serve on a broad-based family violence coordinating council that studies and proposes procedures for addressing issues of domestic violence.

Opinion No. 98-2 -- April 8, 1998
A judge may circulate and sign the nominating petitions of a judicial candidate when that judge is also a candidate in the same election.

Opinion No. 98-3 -- April 8, 1998
A candidate who is not a judge may not use the "Judge" in advertising in a way that would make people think he or she already was a judge.

Opinion No. 98-4 -- April 8, 1998
A judge may appear in court pro se provided that the judge only represents the judge's interests and does not use the prestige of office to advance his or her interests.

Opinion No. 98-5 -- April 8, 1998
A Judge may not serve on a Board of Directors of a charitable organization that is involved in proceedings that regularly come before the Judge.

Opinion No. 98-6 -- April 8, 1998
A judge may not write a letter to the editor stating that a candidate for elective judicial office is "qualified.

Opinion No. 98-7 -- April 8, 1998
A judge is not disqualified from hearing all criminal cases because the elected State's Attorney was the judge's associate in private practice less than three years ago.

Opinion No. 98-8 -- April 8, 1998
A judge need not require his former firm to remove his or her surname from the name of the firm if the judge's foreseeable tenure on the bench does not constitute a substantial period of time.

Opinion No. 98-9 -- April 8, 1998
Judge need not be disqualified where members of law firm of judge's business partner appear before the judge and where judge's interest in the business deal and lawyer's interest in firm's cases before the judge are not significant enough to cause the judge's impartiality to reasonably be questioned; judge will be disqualified where judge's business partner personally appears before judge and judge, s interest in business deal is significant.

Opinion No. 98-10 -- April 8, 1998
Generally, a judge may appear on television or radio to discuss legal issues if the judge does not comment about proceedings which are pending or impending in any court.  However, comments may be made about a pending proceeding if they are limited to: (1) explanations of administrative procedures of the court, (2) that which appeared in the official transcript of the proceeding, or (3) that which appeared in the court order or written opinion.

Opinion No. 98-11 -- June 10, 1998
1.  A judge's name (with the attribution "The Honorable") may be used on documents which recommend permanent funding for LAP through an increase in attorney registration fees.

2.  A judge may be involved both in public and before the Supreme Court in a request to increase the registration dues for LAP funding.

3.  A judge may appear before local and special interest bar associations and speak in support of permanent funding for LAP through an increase in registration fees for attorneys.

Opinion No. 98-12 -- September 9, 1998
A judge need not disclose or recuse if the judge's sister-in-law is the secretary of a law firm that often appears before the judge.

Opinion No. 98-13 -- September 9, 1998
A judge may receive compensation for assisting in the writing of a television screenplay, and use his or her name and title on the screenplay and in the screen credits.

Opinion No. 98-14 -- September 9, 1998
A newly elected judge is required to include in his or her Statement of Economic Interest the names of all attorneys to whom s/he had referred cases with a fee splitting agreement prior to becoming a judge.

Opinion 98-15 -- September 9, 1998
A judicial candidate may not retain membership either in a political party's central committee or on a board of directors of a non-profit organization which, among other things, functions as a political action committee registered with and regulated by the Federal Election Commission and the Illinois State Board of Elections.

Opinion No. 98-16 -- November 10, 1998
A judge who is campaigning for election cannot serve as a deputy voter registrar.

Opinion No. 98-17 -- November 10, 1998
Judge does not have a duty to disqualify or disclose when, (1) relationship with lawyer's firm ended thirty-three years ago; (2) lawyer's representation of judge in two routine real estate closings took place four and nine years ago.

Opinion No. 99-1 -- January 12, 1999
A judge may not help raise funds for a charity by serving as a celebrity bagger at a fundraising event held at a supermarket.


Opinion No. 99-2 -- January 12, 1999
A judge may not serve out the remainder of his or her term as a member of an elected public school board after being appointed as associate judge.

Opinion No. 99-3 -- January 12, 1999
A judge's name may be included on a list of donors to a fundraiser honoring a retired public defender.

Opinion No. 99-4 -- April 14, 1999
A judge may serve on the board of directors of a not-for-profit anti-drug use organization.

Opinion 99-5 -- April 14, 1999
A judge may not permit his or her name to be used in any manner to solicit funds for a charitable fund-raising event.  A judge may not be a guest of honor at any organization's fund-raising event, but may attend such an event.

Opinion 99-6 -- April 14, 1999
A judge must take appropriate disciplinary action against a lawyer whom the judge knows to have committed an ethical violation, but need not report the misconduct to the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission.

Opinion No. 99-7 -- April 14, 1999
A judge may not lead a college alumni fund drive for scholarships for students interested in attending law school.

Opinion No. 99-8 -- April 14, 1999
A judge may, in a confidential communication to a bar association, express an opinion regarding the qualifications of a fellow judge for retention or elective judicial office.
Opinion No. 00-1 -- April 18, 2000

A judge may serve as a director of a family charitable foundation.
Opinion No. 00-2 -- April 18, 2000

Disqualification is required where: (1) the uncle of the judge's spouse is acting as a lawyer in the proceeding; or (2) the cousin of the judge's spouse is acting as an attorney in the proceeding and the judge's impartiality may reasonably be questioned or the uncle, as the cousin's partner, has more than a de minimis interest in the proceeding that could be substantially affected by the outcome of the proceeding.
Opinion No. 00-3 -- April 18, 2000

Judge may sponsor little league team and have judge's name on uniforms.

Opinion No. 01-1 -- May 1, 2001
A judge is disqualified from hearing all cases that were pending at the judge's former law firm while the judge was practicing there.  The judge is further disqualified from hearing cases involving the judge's former firm for a period of three years after the judge left the firm, whether or not the case was pending at the time the judge was practicing there.  Finally, a judge is disqualified from hearing all cases within seven years after the judge left the firm which involves a client that the judge represented while practicing with the firm.

Opinion No. 01-2 -- May 1, 2001

The judge is disqualified from hearing cases in which the law firm of the judge's spouse is entitled to a referral fee if the spouse's interest in the case is more than de minimus.


Opinion No. 01-3 -- May 1, 2001

Judge may not be guest of honor at a non-fundraising event held by a non-profit organization whose employees regularly testify in adversary proceedings before that judge.

Opinion No. 01-4 -- May 1, 2001

A judge may not receive an award at a charitable organization's dinner if fund-raising will be conducted at the event.

Opinion No. 01-5 -- May 1, 2001

Judge may not be a guest of honor at a civic organization’s fundraising event.

Opinion No. 01-6 -- May 1, 2001
The judge may be a speaker on non-legal subjects at a church service.

AMENDED AND CORRECTED
Opinion No. 01-07 - July 25, 2001
A judge may act as a reference or furnish a letter of recommendation for a person seeking appointment to the governing board of a township political committee provided that the reference or recommendation is based upon the judge's personal knowledge of the applicant.

Opinion No. 01-08 - July 25, 2001

A judge may not accept complimentary membership as a "judicial fellow" with associated free membership benefits, in a specialized bar association if such membership may give the appearance of favoritism toward a particular class or category of litigants

Opinion No. 01-09 - July 25, 2001

A judge's spouse may host an event for a political candidate in the spouse and judge's home, and the judge may attend the event.

Opinion No. 01-10 - October 9, 2001
A judge may serve on the board of directors of a not-for-profit "Drug Court" organization.

Opinion No. 01-11 - October 9, 2001
It is proper for a judge to be feted at a post-investiture party sponsored by his/her former law firm, so long as it is not intended to advance the interests or status of the law firm.

Opinion No. 02-01 - October 8, 2002I

A judge is not required to report criminal conduct disclosed during a witness’s testimony.

Opinion No. 03-01 – February 20, 2003
A judge or candidate for judicial office should not make allegations about an opponent’s purported private sexual conduct absent a likely criminal prosecution or judicial disciplinary violation.

Opinion No. 03-02 – February 20, 2003
A judge, formerly employed as an assistant state’s attorney and public defender, is not disqualified from hearing cases involving defendants the judge previously prosecuted or defended unless the judge personally participated in the prosecution or defense of the case currently before the court. 

Opinion No. 03-03 - September 19, 2003

A judge is disqualified from hearing a case in which a relative within the third degree of relationship is sued in his or her official capacity as a government official.

Opinion No. 03-04 - September 19, 2003
Judge must take or initiate “appropriate disciplinary action,” such as contempt proceedings, but is not necessarily required to report to the ARDC a State’s Attorney who threatens to file substitution of judge motions in every criminal case before that judge unless the judge increases the sentence imposed on a particular defendant.  However, uncertainty regarding this conclusion in light of a recent Supreme Court decision may make it prudent for the judge, out of an abundance of caution, to report lawyer to the ARDC even if that action is not required.

Opinion No. 03-05 - October 23, 2003

Assuming, without deciding, that Rule 63C(1) disqualifies a judge from hearing cases in which a party is represented by a lawyer who concurrently represents all Illinois judges in an unrelated class action suit, the judge may nonetheless, under the “rule of necessity,” preside over matters in which the attorney appears.

Opinion No. 03-06 - November 7, 2003

Code of Judicial Conduct does not prohibit judge’s spouse from circulating a nominating petition for candidate for non-judicial office.  Judge may sign candidate’s nominating petition.

Opinion No. 04-01 - June 15, 2004

A judge may attend a meeting regarding harassment of his children and a special education child living temporarily with judge’s family and may attend the informal appeal.  A judge may write a letter seeking the appointment of a neutral with regards to these matters, mentioning in his description of his background the fact that he is a judge.

Opinion No. 04-02 - June 15, 2004

A judge may serve on the board of directors of a not-for-profit hospital unless: (1) the judge is assigned to a call where the hospital regularly appears; or (2) the hospital “will be regularly engaged in adversary proceedings in any court.”

Opinion No. 04-03 – June 15, 2004

A judge may not voluntarily write a letter to the Illinois Courts Commission in support of a judge against whom disciplinary proceedings are pending.

Opinion No. 04-04 - September 22, 2004

A judge who has exercised disqualification in a case regarding a litigant because he has come to possess direct knowledge of the case should exercise disqualification at any subsequent proceedings, which are related to the fact that prompted the original disqualification.

Opinion No. 05-01 – February 3, 2005

A judge is not disqualified from cases in which a lawyer appears where the lawyer was retained by the judge six years before the judge’s appointment to the bench to assist the judge in responding to a letter from the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission.

Opinion No. 05-02 – April 28, 2005

A judge is disqualified from criminal cases in which the judge’s son-in-law, in his capacity as an assistant state’s attorney, signs the charging instrument or otherwise acts as a lawyer in the proceedings.

Opinion No. 05-03 - July 29, 2005
A judge may participate in an educational program for groups of children who are potential witnesses in a civil or criminal proceeding.  The program must present only general information about courtroom procedures and must be neither child- nor case-specific.

Opinion No. 05-04 - July 29, 2005
A judge may not personally solicit funds or manpower from a not-for-profit agency for the benefit of a National Organization of Appellate Judges, of which the judge is a member of its executive committee.

Opinion No. 05-05 - July 29, 2005
A judge may serve on the board of directors of a not-for-profit corporation organized for the purpose of promoting responsible fatherhood only if none of the limitations discussed in this opinion are applicable.

Opinion No. 05-06 – October 7, 2005
A judge should not voluntarily provide a character reference or opinion letter on behalf of a defendant for use at an executive clemency hearing before the Illinois Prisoner Review Board.  Such written opinion or letter may be permissible if specifically requested by the Review Board.
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