DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

· Illinois Domestic Violence Act

· Designed to protect and assist domestic violence victims 

· Creates “orders of protection” or legal remedies which are obtainable in either criminal or civil court

· The law states what law enforcement officers must do to help and protect victims 

· Order of Protection 

· Available against a family/household member or a person in a prior dating relationship

· A written court order signed by a judge which requires the respondent to do or refrain from doing certain things

· A petition may be filed by a person who has been abused by any person on behalf of an abused minor child or adult with disabilities 

· Three types of orders of protection: 

1) Emergency – may be obtained just on petitioner’s testimony and court appearance without notice to the abuser and lasts from 14 to 21 days

2) Interim – before a final hearing but after notice, and can last up to 30 days

3) Plenary – full order of protection; available when all the legal requirements of notice and service on the abuser have been satisfied; lasts up to two years after a specific event

· Grounds

· Abuse – Physical abuse, harassment, intimidation of a dependent, interference with personal liberty, or willful deprivation

· Neglect – Omitting or failing to do what a reasonable person would do under the circumstances 

· Exploitation – Improperly using the financial or other resources of one person for the profit or benefit of another

· Harassment – Unwanted conduct affecting the dignity of men and women; it may be related to age, sex, race, disability, religion, nationality or any personal characteristic of the individual; the key is that the actions or comments are viewed as demeaning, distressful and unacceptable to the recipient

· Stalking – Occurs when a person makes a credible threat to another person and, in connection with the threat, repeatedly follows that person or repeatedly makes any form of communication with that person or a member of that person’s immediate family; stalking can also occur when a person repeatedly makes obscene comments or gestures to another person with the intent to harass them, either personally or by telephone, and includes acts done in public as well as those directed to someone in the privacy of his or her home
· Remedies

· Prohibition of abuse 

· Exclusive possession of residence 

· Stay away order and additional prohibitions

· Counseling

· Custody and support

      Contact Information

      Community Crisis Center – (847) 697-2380 (Crisis line is same)
  Aurora Mutual Ground – (630) 897-8989 (General information)

          Services include shelter for women



(630) 897-0080 (Crisis line)


          and children, individual counseling, 



http://mutualgroundinc.org





          support groups, court and hospital advocacy, 


Services include shelter for women


          community education, and victim and abuser 


and children, walk-in counseling

      treatment 
and child services, computer classes, court advocacy, medical room, sexual assault department and transitional housing program   

