DIVORCE

· Divorce = dissolution of marriage

· 1977 – Illinois reformed its divorce laws by enacting the IMDMA; Illinois became an “equitable distribution” state for dividing marital assets and a modified “no fault” state for divorce grounds

· 1993 – New subsections were added in order to provide a remedy for the nonprofessional, homemaker spouse; in dividing marital property, the court now weighs the intangible value of the homemaker’s service to the wage-earning spouse or family

· The standard of living during the marriage must generally be maintained

· Working spouses must pay maintenance; homemakers are not required to seek financial independence

· Assets are protected from dissipation, and funds are equalized for attorneys

Need a lawyer?  Contact the Kane County Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service at: (630) 232-6416 or visit this website: www.illinoislawyerfinder.com 

CHILD CUSTODY

· In most jurisdictions custody can be awarded to either parent consistent with the child’s best interests 

· There was a presumption that the interests of a child of tender years would be served best by awarding custody to the mother; today, this presumption has been abandoned 

· Judges decide custody according to their view of which custodial arrangement will best serve the child’s interest in the future

CITIZEN-GOVERNMENT RELATIONSHIP

· The Health Insurance Portability & Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA)

· Helps people carry health insurance throughout their job transitions

· Includes changes that limit exclusions for preexisting conditions, prohibits discrimination against employees and dependents based on their health status, guarantees renewability and availability of health coverage to certain employers and individuals 

· Maintains privacy of health information

· Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)

· Law ensuring public access to government records, ultimately enforceable in court

· Agencies must disclose the procedures for making the request; the burden is on the government – not the public – to substantiate why information may not be released

· Upon written request, agencies are required to disclose records within seven working days unless they can be lawfully withheld from disclosure under one of nine specific exemptions
DEBTORS RIGHTS & CREDIT ISSUES

· Illinois permits consumers to block access to their credit files

· A credit file becomes off-limits to anyone who doesn’t know the secret PIN # that you choose

· A credit thaw is necessary in order to apply for new credit or to allow someone to run a background check 

· By September 2005, free credit reports are available from each of the three major credit bureaus 

Contact Information:
Experian – (888) 387-3742

Equifax – (800) 685-1111 

Transunion– (800) 888-4213

   www.experian.com

          www.equifax.com   

                     www.transunion.com
