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OVERVIEW OF RELEVANT STATUTORY PROVISIONS

By Judge Judy Brawka

Justifiable Use of Force

720 ILCS 5/7-1.  Use of force in defense of person

· Force used in defense must equal the force used in the attack

· Force may only be used in actual or imminent attack

· Attack may be against yourself or another person

· No liability unless willful and wanton


720 ILCS 5/7-2.  Use of force in defense of dwelling

· Force may be used to defend a dwelling only to prevent an unlawful entry or attack on the dwelling or possible personal attack inside
· No liability unless willful and wanton
720 ILCS 5/7-3.  Use of force in defense of other property

· Similar to above, only in defense of both real and personal property of either the defender or a person whom the defender has a duty to protect
· No liability unless willful and wanton
Weapons

720 ILCS 5/24-1.  Unlawful Use of Weapons  

 

· It is always illegal to possess/carry certain weapons:
bludgeon 

sand-club 

throwing star

black-jack 

sand-bag
 
switchblade knife   
slung-shot

metal knuckles 
ballistic knife

· It is illegal to carry or possess with intent to use a:
Dagger

dirk


billy

Razor


stiletto

Dangerous knife

Stun gun

taser


broken bottle or glass

· It is illegal to carry on your person or in your car any:
Tear gas gun projector or bomb 

Any object containing noxious liquid gas or substance





Except

Ages 18 and over can carry non-lethal noxious liquid gas or substance designed solely for personal defense

· You can transport certain weapons if they are unloaded, disassembled and carried in a proper case.
· Applies only to civilians and excludes police, etc.
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