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35TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
by Judge Mark A. Schuering

President Jesse Reyeswill lead the
35" Annual Convention of thelllinois
Judges Association, scheduled in
conjunction with thelllinois State Bar
Association’s Mid-Year Meeting, on
December 7-8, 2006, at the Sheraton
Chicago Hotd and Towers. JudgeGloria
Cocoissarving asco-chair of theevent,
aongwithyourstruly, Mark Schuering.
Registration for the 1JA Convention
begins Thursday, December 7 at 4:30
p.m. A reception sponsored by the
ISBA inthe Chicago Promenade Room
a so beginsat that time. Friday kicksoff
withtheAnnua Seymour Smon Runfor
Justice at 6:45 am. at the Lakeshore
Athletic Club Downtown (441 North
Wabash). Thisevent will likely beeven
more poignant dueto Justice Simon’s
recent passing.

Friday morning’s programsinclude
two very stimulating topics. Thefirst
program, “When aReporter Cals Don't
Hang Up,” beginsat 9:00am. Thisjoint
program of the| SBA and 1JA includesa
pand discuss onmoderated by tlevison
anchor and commentator Paul M.
Lisnek. PandlistsBruce Dold, Chicago
Tribune Editorial Board member, Roland
Martin, Chicago Daily Defender
Executive Director, AnitaPadilla, NBC
5 anchor and reporter, and Abdon
Pallasch, Chicago Sun-Times legal
affarsreporter, will discusshow lawyers
and judges may interact appropriately

with the media and assist in accurate
reporting. Attendeeswill learn how the
mediatry tofairly present thefacts, the
guidelinesthey useto determinewhether
a story is newsworthy, and the role of
editorid discretion.

“Judges- When Engaging in Political
Activity...Practice Safe Ethics,” beginsat
10:45am., presented by thelJA and the
IllinoisJudicial EthicsCommittee. Chief
Justice Robert R. Thomas, Chief Judge
Timothy C. Evans, and 1JA President
Jesse G. Reyeswill beintroduced at the
start of the program. This program on
real-life ethical quandaries will be
presented in humorousfashion. A panel
discussionfollows. Long-timelllinois
Judicia Ethics Committee member Judge
Thomas Donnelly moderatesthe pandl of
al-gtars, including Supreme Court Justice
Lloyd A. Karmeier, Appellate Justice
Susan Fayette Hutchinson, Judges Patrick
E. McGann, Raymond J. McKoski,
Sandra Otaka, and John Owen Steele,
and attorneys Steve F. Pflaum of
McDermott Will & Emery, LLB amember
of the Judicial Ethics Committee, and
WilliamR. Quinlan of Quinlan & Carrall,
Ltd., a member of the Task Force on
Judicid Elections. Thisprogramisrelevant
not only to judgeswho are or might be
judicial candidates, but also dealswith
those sticky political questionsfacingall
judgesyear-inand year-out. Convention

Convention Continued on page 5
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JUSTICE SEYMOUR F. SIMON
by Judge Edward R. Burr (Ret)

Fromtheday that | first met then 40" Ward Alderman Simonin 1958
until theday | last spoketo him, fivedaysbefore heleft us, | never ceased
to beamazed and impressed by hisextraordinary intelligence. Long before
our first meeting, others preceded mein recognizing and appreciating his
brilliance. He graduated from high school at the early age of 16. Hewas
Phi BetaK appaasan undergraduate at Northwestern University and was
firstinhis1935 classat Northwestern University School of Law. Before
serving inthe Navy during World War 11 (1942-1945) hewas an attorney
intheU.S. Justice Department.

Oneof hismany attributeswas hisuncanny ability to recall the name of
almost everyone hewould meet. Seymour Simon respected peoplefrom
al waksof life. That wasabad c tenant
of hislife, not atrait predicated upon
some political motive. He had the
knack of making each person whom
he would encounter, whether along
timefriend, politica or legd colleague
or anew acquaintance feel that that
person wasimportant and that heheld
adeepinterestinhimor her.

Seymour Simon was a public
servant for over threedecades. Hewas
amaster politician aswell asagreat
legal mind. He served in all three
branches of government asan elected
official and henever lost an election.
Heserved inthe Chicago City Council
first from 195510 1959 and again from
1967 to 1974. Hewas el ected President of the Cook County Board where
he served from 1962 to 1966. Seymour was el ected an appellate court
judgeintheFirst Appellate District in 1974. Hewas el ected to and served
onthelllinois Supreme Court from 1980 to 1988.

AsaSupreme Court Justice he demonstrated great wisdom andintellect.
Hedissented in every death pendty casethat camebeforethe court during
histenure ashedid in many other matters. Justice Simon was convinced
that the death penalty in our state was not evenly and fairly administered
and that the state should not beinthekilling business. Hefirmly believed
that therewas absolutely no way of avoiding the execution of an innocent
person at sometime.

Hewasatruly independent thinker. It would be wrong, however, to
equate hisindependence with disloyalty. After leaving the high court,
Seymour returned to the practice of law until hewas 90 yearsold. Thelaw
washisgreat love; alovethat wasexceeded only by hisloveand devotion
for hiswife, Rodynandther children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Heused histalentsand hisdedication to public serviceto help so very
many peoplein so very many ways. Heisand will continueto be missed by
amultitudeof people.

Justice Seymour Simon at a
recent Run For Justice




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

“Determinenever tobeidle.. It
iswonderful how much may be
done if we are always doing.”
Thomas Jefferson

Asanother holiday seasonfast
approaches, many of uswill be
spending the days ahead with
family and friends. We will be
imparting our gppreciaiontothem
for dl they havedonefor usduring
theyear. Inkeeping withthespirit
of theseason, | extend my thanks
and gratitudeto our 1JA family and
friends for your dedication and
willingnessto make good things
happen for thisAssociation, the
community-at-large and the
profession. On a sad note, we
mourn thedesthsof two esteemed
colleagues, Justice Terry Hopkins
and retired Justice Seymour
Simon. It can betruly declared
that these two men enriched the
livesof al they met. Surely, that
isaworthy andfitting legecy.

Duringthefirst 120 daysof my
presidency, | have been deeply
inspired by what we have
achieved. ThelJA hassucceeded
beyond my fondest hopes.
Whatever the project, regardless
of the challenges, our members
have been up to the task. Take,
for example, thisyear’sdriveto
collect booksfor deserving school
children. Our goa —6,000 books
—sought twiceasmany booksas
donated last year. Surewewere
a bit ambitious. But, the need
demanded we try. And, our
members responded without
hesitation or reservation. Dueto
your generosity, we surpassed our
goal and put well over 6,000
books in children’s hands! The

Judge Jesse G. Reyes

books will help young formative
minds to think, to explore, to
wonder, to grow, but most of all, to
dream. | am also delighted by our
success in placing judges in the
classooms. Again, thisinitiativehas

proven to be asterling example of
thejudicdary’scommitment of service
to youth. The number of judges
participatingintheannua “ Principa
for a Day” event exceeded
expectations. To those of youwho
took part, my sincerethanks. | hope
that you, likeme, came away from
the experience exhilarated and
determined to make further
contributionsto our schools.
“Principal for aDay” isjust one
of severa on-going effortsbetween
[JA and public schools. We have
other engaging programs with
schoolsthroughout the state. Inthe
past few months, | JA membershave
spoken at schools, colleges and
universities across lllinois. |
encourageyou to becomeinvolved
in these outreach efforts, which
directly benefit young people. (For
more information, email

info@ija.org.)

Whilestrivingtowork with those
outsdetheprofession, wehaveadso
been establishing extensive
partnershipswith thosewithinthe
profession. We have sought to
interface with awiderangeof bar
associations. One of the fruits of
these efforts has been increased
requests for and presence of 1JA
members as presenters, panelists
and speakers in law-related
seminars. And, to our credit, 1JA
has become a recognized
organization beyond the borders of
[llinois. IJA has interacted and
exchanged ideas and information
withjuristsfrom around theworld.
Another undertaking of 1JA has
been meeting with the editorial
boards of some major Illinois
publications about our concerns,
our story. Wehave shared withthem
thejudicid perspectiveonimportant
issues. Theresultsof thesemeetings
have been encouraging.

Whatever thetask, | am pleased
tosay 1JA membershavebeenthere
—ready, willing and eager to assi <.
Both activeand retired judgesare
rolling-up their sleevesto play an
integra rolein1JA initiatives. No
matter what the assignment,
members have been keen to
energetically give back to the
community and the profession.
Something asordinary aspreparing
a list of 1JA members to be
recognized and honored on
Veterans Day and Memoria Day
has been enthusiastically
accomplished. | applaud you dl for
what we have already done. 1JA
has definitely taken to heart
Jefferson’sadvice—onethingweare
notisidlel



JUDGES ARE . . .

BY JUDGE JOYCE MARIE MURPHY GORMAN

ONTHEMOVE

Chief Judge Timothy Evans
assigned Judge ThomasCar mody
as Presiding Judge of the Fifth
Municipd Didrict. “1 angrateful to
Judge Evansand also fortunateto
be following in the footsteps of
Judge Anthony Montelione. |
havebeenfortunateenoughtowork
with him and gain from his
experience,” said Presiding Judge
Carmody.

Retired Judge Dean M.
Trafdet hasbeen named Managing
Trustee of Owens Corning
Fiberboard Asbestos Settlement
Trust, a5.3 billion dollar fund to
compensate asbestos exposure
vicims,

IMPROVING THE
LEGAL SYSTEM

Judge Thomas Panichi,
attended the annual conference of
the Illinois Association of Drug
Court Professionds, which consgts
of state’s attorneys, public
defenders and probation officers
concerned with alternatives to
incarceration for non-violent drug
offenders. Heistheimmediatepast
president.

Retired Judge SheilaMur phy
moderated a panel on “Judiciad
Independence and Emerging
Democracies” held at John
Marshall Law School. She aso
spoke beforethe Internationa Bar
Association at McCormick Place.
Sinceretirement, she hasdedicated
hersdf toward abolishing thedeath
pendty.

Judge Robert Clifford was
appointed to Senior Lawyers
Committee of the Chicago Bar
Association. “We are concerned

withissuesaffectinglavyers55and
older. Many solo practitioners
work hardtheir wholelivesand are
faced withaproblemwhenit comes
timeto wind-down their practices
and fund their retirement.” He
stated.

Judge Jesse Reyes and Chief
Judge Timothy Evansreceivedthe
“Advocatefor Diversty Award” a
the Unity Award Dinner and
swearing-in of bar association
presidents. Judges E. Kenneth
Wright, Jr., William Maddukx,
and Sandra Otaka were host
committeemembers.

WELL-ROUNDED

Judge M oira Susan Johnson
will play a part in the CBA
Christmas Spirits production.
Since1985 shehasplayedtheroles
of an Irishman, apuppet master, a
FolliesBergeregirl, ajuvenilecrime
victimand more. “No, | definitely
havenot been typecast,” shequips.

JudgeL arry Axelrood finished
hisfourthnove andiswaitingtohear
fromtheprospective publisher. His
first three novels were Chicago-
based crime stories.

LedieBadacci and the Chicago
Sun Timesfeatured Judge Eileen
Brewer assuccessful womenwith
career rootsasa Pullman porter.

Congratulations to Judges
Timothy Chambers and
Margar et Brennan onfinishing
the Chicago Marathon. Judge
Brennan finishedinfivehoursand
ten minutesand Judge Chamber s
finished in front of the street
SWeepers.

COMMUNITY MINDED

Judge CatherineHaberkorn,
her daughter and Judge Anthony

losco marched with a joyful
mariachi band during theMexican
Independence Day Parade.

Judge Margaret Brennan is
a den leader for Webelos. Her
pack of 5" graderswill graduate
to become Boy Scoutsthisyear.

APPOINTED,ASSIGNED

ORELECTED
The Illinois Supreme Court
assigned JudgeRobert L. Carter
totheAppellate Court for the Third
Didtrict.

Appointed in Cook County are
Michael B. Hyman, Joseph D.
Panarese, Joan Powell, Carl
Anthony Walker and Margarita
T. Kulys (13" Sub).

Elected as associate judges or
appointed in other circuits are
Walden E. Morris—1%; Mark
Sanely-2"; Sephen A. Sobbs-
39 Michael D. McHaney-4";
Seven L. Garst-5"; Esteban F.
Sanchez-7"; Edward R.
Danner-9™"; Bennet J. Braun,
James E. Egan, Joseph C.
Polito and Marilee Viola-12;
Ronald Jacobsen and Robert T.
Hanson-15"; Marmarie J.
Kostelny; Edward C. Schreber-
16™; Linda E. Davenport-18";
George D. Strickland and
Robert A. Wilbrandt-19th.

RETIRING

The beloved Judge WayneD.
Rhineretiresin December after
23-plus years on the bench. “I
want tothank al theattorneyswho
appeared beforemefor making it
such an enjoyableexperience,” he
stated. Judge Rhinewas honored
at a well-attended luncheon
sponsored by the Jewish Judges
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Association. Thesend-offswill likely continueuntil he hasremoved every last bit of Cubsmemorabiliafromhis

humblechambers.

Retirees during August and September were Donald Devlin, John J. Mannion, David Erickson, Tobias
Berry, James Doyle-16th, Angus M oore-17" and J.G Householter-21,

Another retirement of sortsisJudgeHelaine Ber ger retiring fromwriting her columnin The Gavel. In her
newly found freetime, “I amwriting abook containing dl thethingsthat weren't suitablefor publicationin The
Gavel.” Shejoked. Thank you for the good work you did here Judge Berger. You will be missed.

APPELLATE JUSTICE TERRY HOPKINS —
A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS

Whether it be his tenorous
voicesweetly snging“AveMarid’,
histhunderouslaughter —usudly at
himsdlf, histheatrical prowess, or
histenaciousquestioning of lawyers
in court, you always knew when
Terry was“inthehouse’. If | had
to pick oneword to describe him,
it would be “passionate” —
especidly for hisfamily —wife Jeri
(Tria Court Administrator for the
2™ Judicia Circuit) twin sonsSean
and Aaron, stepdaughter Taylor,

by Judge James M. Wexstten

mother Gladys, sister Maureen,
and brothers George, Leonard and
Michael. Hisfather passed away
on February 7, 2002 and Terry
died suddenly on October 16™.
Terry’s passion extended to his
friends, hiscommunity, hischurch,
and oh, yes—thelaw. Heloved
the law —for what it could do to
help people.

| had the privilege of serving
with Terry as a judge in the 2
Circuit—andtofollow himasChief

Judge. He was my mentor —and
my friend.  The one thing most
people don’t know about Terry is
his deep faith — he studied for the
priesthood — and every year,
indudingthisyear, went onaspiritua
retreet. Tosay that hewill bemissed
isan understatement. But heisnow
with his earthly father and his
heavenly Father — and he would
want usto carry on—with passion!
Andthat weshall.
Seeyou again—dear friend.

TWwWO NEW ETHICS OPINIONS

ThelllinoisJudicia Ethics Committeehasrecently issued two Ethica Opinions:

Ethical Opinion 06-02: A judge’s spouse may engagein independent campaign activitiesin support of a
candidatefor public officeincluding: (1) soliciting fundsfor thecandidate; (2) publicly endorsing the candidate;
(3) displaying abumper sticker onavehiclejointly owned by the spouse and judge and driven by the spouse;
and (4) displaying acampaign signintheyard of the homejointly owned by the spouseand judge. Whena
candidatefor el ection or retention, ajudge must encourageaspouseto limit hisor her activitiesin support of
thejudge'scandidacy tothose political activitiesinwhich thejudgeis permitted to engage.

Ethical Opinion 06-03: A sitting judge may not advertise his/her future avail ability asamediator or arbitrator.

Thefull text of theseand all IJEC Advisory Opinionsmay be obtained through thel JA wesiteat ija.org.

0000000000000 0000000000000 O OC°OOFOICGVD
Convention Continued from page 1

co-chair GloriaCoco has planned an exquisite and sumptuous | JA annua luncheon. Illinois Supreme Court
JusticeAnneM. Burke has accepted | JA President Jesse G Reyes sinvitation to deliver thekeynote address,
which promisesto be something out of theordinary.

Afternoon programs presented jointly by thel SBA and Appellate LawyersAssociation beginat 1:30 p.m.
IJA convention attendees areinvited to these programs, which include apanel discussion of Supreme Court
practiceand analysisof selected civil and criminal cases decided by the Supreme Court in 2006.

Toregister or for moreinformation contact | JA Executor Director Maureen McClelland at 312/431-1283.



JUSTICE ANNE BURKE WINS THE STEVENS AWARD

Justice today is often “portrayed as
a burden; an inconvenience to be
endured,” said Justice Anne M. Burke
in accepting the Stevens Award. Yet,
she added, “Justice endures as a
bounteous gift, transcending the
narrow vision or hapless egos of
generations.” In her remarks

by Judge Michael B. Hyman

the judges choose to follow?’ With a
wry grin, Justice Stevens pointed out
that not only had Justice Breyer
misspelled “canon” with two “n’'s”
instead of three, but also he had referred
first to the cannons on the left when

defiant expression is now perfectly
lawful, and therefore is not worth the
effort,” Justice Stevens said. “If one
wereto burn aflag today, the act would
convey a message of freedom — that
oursisasociety that is strong enough
to tolerate such acts by those whom
we despise. Today, one

on receiving the award,
Justice Burke also lauded
Justice John Paul Stevens,
“He has carried both the
elegance and the humility of
the prairie with him in a
lifetimeof servicetothelaw.”
A popular and admired 1JA
member, Justice Burke and
three other luminaries of the
Chicago legal community
werethe 2006 recipientsof the
Justice John Paul Stevens
Award presented September
14 by The Chicago Bar
Association, The Chicago
Bar Foundation and Justice Stevens
former law clerks, CBF President Kimball
Anderson referred to the award
recipients as“deans of our profession.”
Justice Stevens, in his keynote
address, discussed abungled reference
by Justice Stephen Breyer to afamous
linefrom Alfred Lord Tennyson's“The
Charge of the Light Brigade”. Ina
“scholarly comment” about “truly
difficult” statutory construction cases
in which competing canons yield
opposite results, Breyer had teased,
“Canons to the left of them, canons to
the right of them, which canons shall

Judge Jesse G. Reyes and
Justice Ann M. Burke

Kevin Durkin, CBA President, Justice John Paul Stevens and
Kimball Anderson, Chicago Bar Foundation President

Tennyson referred first to the cannons
on theright.

The Justice reviewed thefascinating
history of the battle retold by
the poem and how a
misunderstood order led to a
French rout of the British. From
this, Justice Stevens extracted
two lessons for judges. “Text |
does not always convey the
meaning its author intended,;
and knowledge of the author’s
purpose may avoid unfortunate
and unintended
consequences.”

Stevens also spoke about
proposals to criminalize flag
burning. He said that he had
dissented intwo 5-4 decisionsthat held
such laws unconstitutional. Though
Justice Stevensreiterated the belief that
hisinter-
pretation of thelaw wascorrect, hesaid
that it would be “unwise” to reverse
the decisions by Constitutional
amendment.

“Ironically, those decisions seem to
have solved the flag-burning problem
because nobody burns flags anymore.
What once was a courageous act of

could not burn a flag
without reminding every
observer that we cherish
our freedom.”

Each of the Stevens
awardees hasbeen aleader
and promoter of pro bono,
professional and
community involvement.
In addition to Justice
Burke, the winners were
Donald Hubert, a
respected and charismatic
lawyer and former CBA
president; Judge CharlesP,
Kocoras, ahighly regarded
and well-liked immediate past chief
judge of the U.S. Digtrict Court for the
Northern District of Illinois; and Prof.

Judges Jesse G. Reyes, David
Cerda and Rodolfo Garcia

Thomas H. Morsch, a distinguished
former senior partner at Sidley Austin
and former president of the Chicago
Bar Foundation. The prestigious
Justice John Paul Stevens Award is
presented annually to attorneys and
judges’who best exemplify Justice
Stevens' commitment to public service
and integrity whilepracticinglaw.” A
capacity audience of 500 attended the
luncheon ceremony.
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IJC AWARDS DINNER

Several hundred attorneys and
judges, along with their families and
friends attended the Illinois Judicial
Council Installation and Awards Dinner
at the Hyatt Regency Crystal Ballroom
in September. Judge Sybil Thomas
passed the baton of leadership to
incoming Chair, Judge Marjorie Laws.

Judge Bernetta Bush was honored with
the prestigious Edith Sampson Award.
Judge Sampson served as the first
African-American woman judge of the
Municipal Court of Chicago aswell asa
United States delegate to the United
Nations and has been recognized as an

by Judge Danidl Gillespie

international authority onworld affairs.
Judge Thomas Sumner received the
Kenneth E. Wilson Award, which is
named after the founding Chairperson
of the organization. Judge William
Boyd was presented the Charles E.
Freeman Pioneer in Justice Award,
which was presented in the name of
the first African-American member of
the Illinois Supreme Court and in
recognition of Judge Boyd's
trailblazing efforts. In addition to his
other achievements, Judge Boyd was
recognized for his generous support of
the Council’s law school scholarship
program. Career Service Awardswere
presented to Judges Preston Bowie,
Anthony Young, Stuart Nudelman,
Mary Maxwell Thomasand L aBrenda
White. Judges Mary Thomas and
Rodney Hughes-Brooks were
presented with the Chairperson’s
Special Awards.

Judge Sophia Hall was recognized
with the Senior Jurist Award. Severa

law students were awarded
scholarships from a fund supported by
the generous donations of Illinois
Judicia Council members. Justice Ellis
Reid served as Master of Ceremonies
for this joyous and memorable
installation and awards dinner. While
the Illinois Judicial Council was
founded by several distinguished
African-Americanjudges, it hasgrown
toincludejudicial officialsrepresenting
many ethnicitiesaswell asjudgeswho
serve on the federal bench.

JudgesMichae B. Hyman,
Jesse G. Reyes, EllisReid

JIOP MARKS THE END OF A SUCCESSFUL YEAR

by Judge James M. Wexstten

The Judicial Intern Opportunity Program is now in its second year and is funded by our Association along with
funding from the Illinois State Bar Association, the lllinois Bar Foundation, thelllinois Trial Lawyers Association and
the lllinois Association of Defense Trial Counsel. The program is administered by the American Bar Association and is
designed to provide financially disadvantaged and minority law students a summer clerkship with judges throughout
Illinois. Students may select to participate for class credit or a$1,500 stipend. Previousto the |JA’sinvolvement, the
program only functioned in Cook and Lake Counties. Itisnow availableto every circuit in the state. In 2006 most
circuits took advantage of the program and were provided a summer clerk for their judges. We are continuing to work
with the ABA in the upcoming year to improve the program further.

Interns and guests from the 19th Judicial Circuit enjoying an outing to aSox game

| Arene




CROSS-EXAMINATION . . . BY JUDGE MICHAEL B. HYMAN

IJA President-elect Judge Mark A. Schuering of Quincy has been amember of thejudiciary for 20
years, andinvolved in I JA for most of thoseyears. Affable and knowledgeable, Mark was elected acircuit
court judge of the 8" Judicial Circuitin 1990. Married to K ate, the Schuerings are parents of five daughters
and grandparentsto three (soon-to-befour) grandchildren.

Childhood memory: My parents took me and my three siblings, plus Great Aunt Tuddy, to the
1964 World's Fair in New York City. Dad parked the station wagon and the camper trailer we were
pulling on the street in front of the Empire Sate Building.

Education: Saint Louis University School of Law, Juris Doctor, cumlaude; Quincy College, Quincy, IL
(now Quincy University) B.A. Palitical Science.

Favorite Subject in Law School: Contracts taught by Professor Vincent Immel (remember Prof.
Kingsfield in the Paper Chase | didn’t throw-up but | wanted to).

First Job After Law School: Until my bar results came through, my older brother paid me $100 per
week towork in hislaw firm, Goehl, Adams & Schuering in Quincy. | had sofew “ real” clientsthat my
bosses encouraged meto take a position as a part-time public defender for Adams County, an experience
that continues to serve me well.

| decided on acareer in law because: | didn’'t know any better. Turns out it isnot only an excellent
profession and good means to support my family, but is also a noble vocation.

Three wordsthat describe me: Hard-working. Detail-oriented (admittedly, to a fault). Passionate.

Greatest source of professional pride: My work on sentencing seminars for the AOIC and ISBA to
raise awareness about sentencing. We need to expend more effort in the area of effective sentencing.
Now that my Assistant Sates Attorney son-in-law has “ conflicted” me out of criminal court and into
major civil cases, my focus has shifted to facilitating the movement of a case to adjudication and the
consideration of Alternative Dispute Resolution.

Most treasured personal possession: Our home, builtin 1913 for I1linois Supreme Court Judge Joseph
Newton Carter and hiswife Ellen. We' vefilled it with comforts, including lots of books and toysfor the
grandkids. It hasa %.acregarden, and a sleeping porch. Our visitorssay how comfortableitis. | truly
do feel like I’m on vacation when at my own home.

Four judges| most admire: Earlyinmyjudicial career | had the privilege of serving on the faculty of
a sentencing seminar led by Justice Thomas Fitzgerald (then Presiding Judge at 26" & Californiain
Cook County) and Justice Warren Wbolfson. They embraced the topic wholeheartedly. They wanted to
convey to judges not only how to sentence procedurally, but also how to sentence effectively. They were
not hesitant to challenge one another, or the audience of judges, to recognize how important a role we
judges play when considering the fate of individuals who come before us.

Both Justices Rita P. Garman and Mary Jane Theis served as past Chairs of the AOIC Education
Committee, and | have attended numerous seminars they’ ve taught or chaired. Their joint influence
and insights have truly changed the way | do my job, fromthings as basic as selecting a jury, to larger
issues such asethical considerationsand judicial independence. Now that my two older daughtersare
both attorneys, | am even more grateful for their examples as excellent lawyers and jurists.
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Most memorablejudicial experience: After attending trainings on effective sentencing of DUI Offenders
in the late 80’s, | “ referred” a defendant to both treatment and self-help (12-Sep) meetings. Months
later this same woman came up to me at a local restaurant. | did not recognize her, but she took my
hand, put something in it, and told me that six months ago she* hated my guts.” | was bracing for the
wor st, but when | opened my hand | was holding a 90-day sobriety coinfromA.A. It wasan early lesson
for me about addiction. No matter who the offender or what the sentence, it isgood to express concern
for and offer hope to those individuals who appear before us.

Best advicereceived asajudge: On those instances when you are not fully certain about a ruling or
decision after studying thelaw and facts, oddsare you will reach the proper decision, if you follow your
“ gut.

Worst advice received asajudge: Don't “ mandate” individualsto go to treatment or to attend self-
help meetings. For yearsa senior judge preached to me that people have to want to go on their own.
It was only after attending a course at the National Judicial College and talking with those in the
recovery community that | realized that nobody goes to treatment or A.A. meetings voluntarily. It's
typically a spouse, a friend, an employer ... or a judge who gives that first shove.

Favoritemovie: Blazing Saddles (a Mel Brooksfan... enough said).

Last Booksread: Justiceat Dachau: The Trials of an American Prosecutor, by JoshuaM. Greeneand
The Fate of Africa: Fromthe Hopes of Freedomto the Heart of Despair, by Martin Meredeth

Favorite quote: “ It isthe greatest of all mistakes to do nothing because you can only do a little.”
Sydney Smith

IJA should: ... advocate for its members and el evate the profession.

Critical issuefacing Illinoisjudges: Combating the misinformation about the court system. I’ veonly
seen a handful of jury verdicts I'd say were “wrong.” If this was baseball that would be a batting
average of .900-.950. Some might say that isn’'t good enough, but as judges and attor neys we don’t say
enough about how good our system of justiceis. We need to constantly let people in on how well the
systemworks, day-in and day-out in our trial and appellate courts. VW' ve got over 900 judgeswho, by
and large, are caring, hard-working and honest public servants. WWhen you compare our judicial process
with any other in the world, it is obvious we have an excellent system for adjudicating guilt and
resolving differences. Itisour responsibility to carry that message to the public.

Hobbies: Sooiling grandchildren, playing tennis, and happily taking my wife's directions in the
garden.

PLEASE NOTE...

In an effort to reduce paper and postage and to respond to the ever-changing needs
of our judges, wewould liketo ask if you would prefer receiving The Gavel viae-mail.
E-mail usyour pertinent information (name, address, phone and e-mail address) to
info@ija.org.

Email any news about yourself or other judges to Judge Joyce Gorman at info@ija.org



THE GAVEL

RACE JUDICATA - “WITH ALL DELIBERATE SPEED”
TR TR Oy 7

Among those who participated in thisyear’s Race Judicata were, from left to right:
Front row: RitaNovak, GloriaCoco, Nancy Katz, Brian Diamond
Standing: Brian McKillip, Robert Bertucci, Thomas Chiola, Rosemary Higgins, SophiaHall, PatriciaMendoza,
John Demling, Cheryl Cesario, Thomas Rakowski and Edward Jordan.
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