
Honorable Patrice M. Ball-Reed is an Associate Judge in Cook County.  She received her B.A. in 

Economics from Trinity College in Hartford, Ct. and her J.D. from the John Marshall Law School now 

known as the University of Illinois  College of Law. Her initial position was as an Associate at 

Washington, Kennon, Hunter and Samuels in Chicago.  The next position that she held was at the Cook 

County State’s Attorneys Office where she served for 14 years.  Her initial position was as an Assistant in 

Child Support Enforcement then as a Supervising Trial Attorney in that Division.  She also served as a 

Supervising Attorney in the Property Tax Division before becoming the first Black Illinois Deputy 

Attorney General for Child Support Enforcement under Attorney General Lisa Madigan.  After serving at 

the Attorney General’s Office, she was appointed as an Associate Judge in 2008.   Her initial assignment 

was Traffic Court then Domestic Violence Civil Division for 6 years.  She is currently assigned to the 

Housing Court Division where she hears matters concerning Building Code Violations for the City of 

Chicago and Cook County and reviews Administrative Hearings.   

She is a Fellow of the American Bar Association and the Illinois State Bar Association. She is the Co-chair 

of the Education Committee for the IJA and serves on the United Supreme Court Jurisprudence 

Committee where she has presented for various seminars.  She has served as the President and a 

Founding member of the Black Women Lawyers Association of Greater Chicago.  She has also served as 

the President of the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois and the John Marshall Alumni Association.  She 

is a Lifetime member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Incorporated, Black Women Lawyers Association of 

Greater Chicago and Women’s Bar Association of Illinois. She currently serves as the First Black 

President of the Illinois Judges Foundation.  Her memberships include Justinian Society of Lawyers, Cook 

County Bar Association, Illinois Judicial Council where she serves on the Scholarship Committee, and the 

Illinois State Bar Association where she serves on the Assembly, Bench and Bar Committee, and 

Secretary of the Racial and Ethnic Minorities Committee and presented for various seminars. She is a 

Topic Editor for the Illinois Judicial Benchbook on Evidence. Her community memberships are NAACP 

(National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) Chicago Westside Chapter, NCNW 

(National Council of Negro Women) Chicago Midwest Chapter as Second Vice President, and TLOD (top 

Ladies of Distinction) Chicago West Loop Chapter as Treasurer. She has received various awards, 

moderated and presented on various topics. 

She is married with three children and four grandchildren. 


